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Fondation Cartier pour l’art contemporain is pleased to announce the world festival premiere of Nature, 
the new film by legendary Armenian filmmaker Artavazd Peleshian, as well as the world premiere 
of 2 Pasolini, a new film by Romanian filmmaker, Andrei Ujica, at the 59th New York Film Festival 

(September 24 – October 10, 2021).

NATURE, A FILM BY ARTAVAZD PELESHIAN 

Screenings in the Currents section of NYFF59 
Francesca Beale Theater 
Tuesday, October 5, 6:30 pm  / Wednesday, October 6, 4:00 pm
Howard Gilman Theater / Sunday October 10, 7:00 pm

Commissioned in 2005 by Fondation Cartier and ZKM 
Filminstitut in Karlsruhe, Nature is the culmination of fifteen 
years of work and the director’s first feature film in nearly 30 
years. Comprised of a montage of found disaster footage, the 
film marks a return to one of Peleshian’s favorite themes – 
humanity’s relationship with the natural world. 
Images in Nature were taken from archives, reworked (slowed, 
reframed, inverted) and edited together to produce veritable 
visual poems that escape the classical distinction between 
fiction and documentary. “I am convinced that cinema can 
convey certain things that no language in the world can 
translate. For me, it goes back to the Tower of Babel, to before 
the division into different languages,” says Peleshian.

A dedicated website conceived for the exhibition of Artavazd 
Peleshian at the Fondation Cartier (2020-2021) entitled  
Encounter with Artavazd Peleshian is the fruit of an ambitious 
research effort conducted in close collaboration with the artist. 
It explores Peleshian’s history with rare documents, historical 
photos and a number of contributions by major figures 
from the art and film worlds. It includes contributions from 
filmmakers Atom Egoyan, Andrei Ujica and Pietro Marcello.

Artavazd Peleshian’s Nature (2020) was produced by Fondation 
Cartier pour l'art contemporain and ZKM Filminstitut with support 
from the Folk Arts Hub Foundation. 

2 PASOLINI, A FILM BY ANDREI UJICA

Screenings in the Currents section of NYFF59 
Francesca Beale Theater 
Tuesday, October 5, 6:30 pm / Wednesday, October 6, 4:00 pm 
Howard Gilman Theater / Sunday October 10, 7:00 pm

In 2000, Andrei Ujica accepted an invitation from the 
Fondation Cartier to create a work for The Desert, an 
exhibition that explored the desert as a space of both 
unity and contradiction. Projects were commissioned by 
ten different artists, including Ujica, who was tasked with 
using found footage from Pasolini’s Sopraluoghi in Palestina 
([Location Hunting in Palestine], 1965). 

“The result was a short film – the only one I ever made. 
For various reasons, it was left unfinished, and it was shown 
like that. In April 2021, my editor Dana Bunescu and I took 
advantage of the fact that the editing studio in Bucharest 
wasn't busy because of the pandemic, and we finalized the 
film,” says Ujica. 

In 2 Pasolini, Andrei Ujica follows Pasolini and his theological 
advisor, Don Andrea Carraro, on a trip through Palestine in 
the 1960s. The men are on a quest – scouting the location 
for The Gospel According to St. Matthew, Pasolini’s neorealist 
masterpiece tracing the life of Christ from birth through the 
Resurrection. 

Andrei Ujica's 2 Pasolini (2021) was produced by Fondation Cartier 
pour l’art contemporain in Italian with English subtitles.
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ABOUT ARTAVAZD PELESHIAN

Born in 1938 at Leninakan, a city in Soviet Armenia 
(renamed Gyumri), Peleshian lives now with his wife Aïda 
Galstyan in Erevan, Armenia. He was raised in Kirovakan 
(now Vanadzor) where he first underwent technical training 
that led him to work in various industrial trades. But in 1963, 
while living in Moscow, he decided to enter the VGIK, 
the prestigious Soviet film school, which counts among its 
former students major figures of Soviet cinema, including, 
Andrei Tarkovsky, Sergei Parajanov, Alexander Sokurov and 
Andrei Konchalovsky. 

As a student, he directed his first three films, Mountain 
Vigil (1964), Earth of People (1966) and The Beginning (1967), 
which realized on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary 
of the October Revolution. In the following years, between 
1969 and 1993, he created six additional films: We (1969), 
awarded first prize at the Ineternational Short Film Festival 
in Oberhausen, Germany; Inhabitants (1970); The Seasons 
(1975); Our Century (1982); End (1992) and Life (1993). 

In 2005, the Fondation Cartier and the ZKM Filminstitut 
commissioned a new film from Artavazd Peleshian. The 
director drafted a synopsis, describing the film’s visual 
construction. Titled Nature, the film was completed in 2020. 
In it, Peleshian depicts the force and majesty of nature, 
capable of overpowering human communities and their 
achievements. Nature offers a striking vision of the likely 
conclusion of the ecological havoc that currently reigns. 

ABOUT ANDREI UJICA

Born in 1951 in Timisoara, Romania, Andrei Ujica 
studied literature in Timisoara, Bucharest and Heidelberg. 
His filmography includes Videograms of a Revolution (1992), 
co-directed with Harun Farocki, which explores the 
relationship between political power and the media in 
Europe at the end of the Cold War. The film was listed by 
the magazine Les Cahiers du Cinema as one of the top 10 
most subversive films of all time. 

In Out of the Present (1995), Ujica tells the story of cosmonaut 
Sergei Krikalev who spent ten months aboard the space 
station MIR, while the Soviet Union collapsed on planet 
Earth. The Autobiography of Nicolae Ceausescu (2010), presented 
at the 63rd Cannes Film Festival, concludes his trilogy 
dedicated to the fall of communism. On this occasion, The 
Museum of the Moving Image in New York stated that: 
"The remarkable three-hour film The Autobiography of Nicolae 
Ceausescu established Ujica on the international scene as a 
major director with a unique approach to exploring recent 
history."

Ujica also made the installation (2002) and screen version 
(2005) of Unknown Quantity, a fictional conversation between 
Paul Virilio and Svetlana Alexievich, author of Voices from 
Chernobyl: The Oral History of a Nuclear Disaster. 

Between 2001-2017, Ujica was a professor of film at the 
Karlsruhe University of Arts and Design. He founded the 
ZKM Filminstitut in 2002 and had been its director until 
2017. His publications since 1968 include prose, poetry and 
essays. He lives in Bucharest. 
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ABOUT FONDATION CARTIER 

The Fondation Cartier pour l’art contemporain is a private 
cultural institution whose mission is to promote all fields 
of contemporary artistic creation to the international 
public through a program of temporary exhibitions, live 
performances and lectures. Created in 1984 by the Maison 
Cartier, the historic institution is located in Paris in a building 
designed by the architect Jean Nouvel. 

Fostering surprising and unexpected encounters between 
artists, scientists, philosophers, musicians and architects 
from around the world, the Fondation Cartier pour l’art 
contemporain has over the years developed a program of 
distinctive contemporary art exhibitions on subjects ranging 
from science to cinema, dance to design, and has built a 
unique collection that brings together more than 2,000 works 
by 500 artists of 50 different nationalities. 

In recent years the Fondation Cartier has initiated 
partnerships with major international institutions in Europe 
and Asia and will present forthcoming projects in the 
United States. Since its creation, the Fondation Cartier has 
collaborated with many film directors for its exhibitions, 
including Olivier Assayas, Wang Bing, Claire Denis, 
Raymond Depardon and Claudine Nougaret, Paz Encina, 
Hal Hartley, Takeshi Kitano, David Lynch, Moebius, 
Artavazd Peleshian, Angela Ricci Lucchi and Yervant 
Gianikian, Andrei Ujica and Agnes Varda.

ABOUT NYFF59 

Presented by Film at Lincoln Center, the New York Film 
Festival – now in its 59th edition – highlights the best in 
world cinema. An annual bellwether of the state of cinema 
that has shaped film culture since 1963, the festival continues 
a long-standing tradition of introducing audiences to bold and 
remarkable works from celebrated filmmakers as well as fresh 
new talent.

The Currents section (September 24 – October 10, 2021) 
includes 15 features and 36 short films, representing 27 
countries, and complements the Main Slate, tracing a more 
complete picture of contemporary cinema with an emphasis 
on new and innovative forms and voices. 
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